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Semi-abstract Paintings of the 1960s-70s as the “Korean Figurative”
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Abstract

Semi-abstract Paintings of the 1960s-70s as the “Korean Figurative”
Cho, Soojin

(Visiting Professor, Ewha Womans University)

South Korea's painting scene had already consisted of three schools by the early 1960s
— figurative, semi-abstract, and abstract — but the academia’s interest has been

concentrated on the incident of the National Art Exhibition separating works into



figurative and non-figurative categories. Followingly, this paper took “semi-abstract” as the
keyword and focused on the activities and works of artists who belonged to associations
that emerged in the South Korean art scene in the 1950s-60s: Modern Art Society, Creative
Art Association, New Form Society, and Gusangjeon. The paper reviewed the process of
the semi-abstract painting movement, first appearing in the 1940s-50s, attaining a new
identity by the 1960s-70s as a “modern figurative” positioned between realist academicism
and abstractionism and its unique Koreanness. Further, the paper assessed the term
“figurelhyungsang]” that emerged in the Korean art scene around the late 1970s and its
relationship with contemporaneous semi-abstractionists to revamp the preexisting Korean
art historical understanding of the concept and range of “figurative artlhyungsang misull.”
The realization of “semi-abstract” in painting is one of the most vivid examples of the
uniquities born during abstract art's “Koreanization,” its acclimatization to South Korea.
Also, the semi-abstractionists were committed to concurrently transfiguring the locality
and sentimentalism that Korea's paintings never lost from the modern era onwards. The
semi-abstract painting movement attempted to create a modern figurative through a
mutually balanced relationship with abstractionism rather than opposition, and this trail

allows us to rediscover the formal diversity of Korean painting and the multifacetedness of

its history.
ZFHo
CHRMR IS OISR S, By, 74, T4, ARZO| OF7HH0|E, FE0|E3], Alaa], A, S, SOot0|EX|
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National Art Exhibition, Semi-abstract, Figurative, Abstract, Realist Academicism, Creative Art Association,

New Form Society, Gusangjeon, Figure, Dong—A Art Festival
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